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Course Description: 
  
This course is a continuation of American Sign Language 1, and fulfills the second year of the 
World Language requirement. This course will continue to explore vocabulary development, 
grammatical features, history (may include but not limited to: sign origin, variations, production, 
and use of non-manual features), legislation, cultural awareness, and conversational fluency. 
The course will also continue to build on the natural signed topics learned in ASL 1. This course 
will continue to not only teach the language, it will also continue to incorporate projects, reports, 
reflection papers, games, activities, quizzes, tests, etc. that encompass the history and culture 
behind the language. This class is in accordance with the Five C’s of the Michigan World 
Language curriculum and accommodates the Michigan World Language Standards and 
Benchmarks. 

Prerequisite: ASL 1 

  
Textbooks and Materials: 
  
Main Textbook: Signing Naturally Level 1, Units 7-12 and DVD. C.Smith, E. Lentz & K. Mikos 
  
Possible Supplemental Materials:  

● Master ASL Level One by Jason E. Zinza 
● Master ASL Fingerspelling, Numbers and Glossing, by Jason E. Zinza 
● Learning American Sign Language by Tom Humphries and Carol Padden 
● A Loss for Words by Lou Ann Walker 
● Orientation to Deafness by Nanci A. Scheetz 
● “Switched at Birth” (TV show) 
● “Through Deaf Eyes”  (movie) 
● “Sound and Fury”  (movie) (Documentary) 
●  “Miracle Worker”  (movie) 
● “Children of a Lesser God (movie)  
● “Mr. Holland’s Opus” (movie) 
● “Sweet Nothing in My Ear” (movie) 
● Deaf in America: Voices from a Culture by Carol A. Padden & Tom L. Humphries 
● Inside Deaf Culture by Carol A. Padden & Tom L. Humphries 



● Movers and Shakers: Deaf People Who Changed the World by Cathryn Carroll and 
Susan M. Mather 

  
  
  
  
  
Course Objectives—by the end of the academic year: 
  
  

A. The student will be able to use visual gestural strategies to include hand shape, body shift                 
and facial expression. 

B.  The student will be able to use receptive sign language in correct communication. 
C.  The student will be able to use expressive sign language in correct communication. 
D. The student will be able to use finger spelling, loan words and numbering systems to                

enhance manual communication. 
E. The student will be able to explain Deaf culture and Deaf history topics using sign                

language. 
F.  The student will be able to use correct ASL grammar in communication. 

  
  
Assignments and grades may include but are not limited to: 
Quizzes 
Tests (including midterms and finals) 
Reflection papers 
Cultural Projects 
Professionalism in class 
Participation in class 
Expressive assignments/presentations 
Receptive assignments 

  

Academic Dishonesty: 

Academic dishonesty is unethical behavior, which in any way violates the standards of scholarly 
conduct.  It includes such behaviors as cheating on assignments or examinations, plagiarizing, 
submitting the same or essentially the same papers for more than one course without the 
consent of all instructors concerned, misappropriating library materials, or the destroying of or 
tampering with computer files.  Also included in academic dishonesty is knowingly or 
intentionally helping another violate any part of this policy.  

Plagiarism is the failure to give credit for the use of any materials from outside sources, 
including the internet.  It includes, but is not limited to:  verbatim use of a quote without 
quotation marks and adequate documentation; submission of a paper, prepared by another 



person, as one’s own work; using the ideas, facts, words, photographs, pictures, graphics, or 
data of someone else and claiming them as your own; or not documenting ideas, facts, words or 
data gathered during research.  
  
Carefully read and know all the elements of the Academic Dishonesty Policy above.  Students 
are not excused from adherence to the policy even if they have not read it.  The penalty for 
plagiarism is a failing grade assigned to the student paper.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Class Rules 
  
1. If I see you using a cell phone or any other electronic device, it becomes mine until the 
end of the hour. Repeated offenses will result in your phone being turned in to the class office. 
Trust me, I don’t want to have to take your phone, so put it away when you’re in class. 
2. Save outside conversations for after class.  Be respectful and quiet when someone else 
is speaking or signing. 
3. Be respectful in general.  A positive classroom environment is one of the most important 
aspects of school to me, and I will take serious issue with any name-calling, general rudeness 
or bullying. 
4. Do not wear too “loud” of clothing on expressive assesment days, it is distracting when 
trying to understand your signs.  Dark, solid colors are best. 
5. Do not ask me the signs for swear words or for any other inappropriate topics. However, 
there will be times when I’ll teach you some of these signs when necessary. You’re all in high 
school, so I expect a certain level of decorum when we have these discussions. If you learn 
these signs outside of class, I do not want to see them in class.  Trust me, I will know! 
  
Class Policies/Grading 
  
1. When learning American Sign Language, it is very difficult to learn from the book.  It is 
crucial to be physically present in class as much as possible.  If you miss a class with an 
excused absence, you may set up a time to go over what you missed, or to retake an exam. 
Please keep in mind that this absence must be excused within 72 hours or you will not be able 
to make up work.  If your absence if unexcused, do not expect this opportunity. 
2. As often as possible, please let me know in advance if you will be missing class, 
particularly if it will be on a day we are starting a new unit or taking an exam. 
3. Students are expected to participate in all class discussions.  There will also be times 
when you are expected to present and/or sign in front of the class. Participation will be factored 
into your class grades. 



4. Late work will be accepted, but will be marked down for each day it is late.  Late work will 
not be accepted after one week. If you have an IEP or 504 plan that allows you extra time, you 
will NOT be penalized for turning in late work (within the parameters of your plan), but please 
make sure you discuss the need for extra time with me. 
5. If you are in need of extra help, or are interested in extra credit opportunities, please let 
me know before or after class. 
6. Last—and most importantly—if you participate in class on a regular basis, turn in your 
work (in a timely manner), and I know you are giving your best effort, you will NOT fail my class. 
In my opinion, this is more than fair, so please do not take advantage of the policy. 
  
 


